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This is a popular narrative history of the world's greatest war. Written
frankly from the viewpoint of the United States and the Allies, it visualizes
the bloodiest and most destructive conflict of all the ages from its remote
causes to its glorious conclusion and beneficent results.

Two ideals have been before us in the preparation of this necessary work.
These are simplicity and thoroughness. It is of no avail to describe the
greatest of human events if the description is so confused that the reader
loses interest. Thoroughness is an historical essential beyond price. So it is
that official documents prepared in many instances upon the field of battle,
and others taken from the files of the governments at war, are the basis of
this work. All that has gone into war making, into the regeneration of the
world, are herein set forth with historical particularity. The stark horrors of
Belgium, the blighting terrors of chemical warfare, the governmental
restrictions placed upon hundreds of millions of civilians, the war sacrifices
falling upon all the civilized peoples of earth, are in these pages. (From the
Forward)
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